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SYNOPSIS
School is over and there's a
bustle in the air. In Porto, tourists
fill up the streets and cafés.
The old and decadent are now
highlights of the city’s
gentrification. Vicente moves
around town on his bike,
watching the urban landscape
modify day by day. The town is no
longer the same, the world is
changing and so is he. Among his
family and friends, Vicente lives
with anticipation the first days of
summer and the beginning
of a new life.

DIRECTOR’S NOTE
Dogs Barking at Birds hijacks Porto - a city that isn’t mine,
an unknown place that isn’t part of me. However, this
doesn’t mean that it’s a less personal film than the ones
that came before. I’ve developed a deep bond with the
family portrayed here. This appears to be a constant in my
work: people and the relationships I build with them.
With this film there was a declared intent to experiment, to
changeover frontiers between documentary and fiction.
This allowed me to explore different methods during the
creative process, as well as having a more intimate
access (and more dignified as well) to the lives of the
characters. It’s absolutely crucial for me that the people
involved also take an active part in the bringing up
process of the film and don’t just conform to following
previously written lines and directions. The act of making
a film must be perceived as a collective space. The
intentional mix of documentary and fiction occurs in order
to make closeness possible, to approach their state of
naturalness. Vicente plays himself, the family we see on
screen is his own. Fiction arises as a tool to potentiate
realness.

The story told here came up when I met the Gil family. They
really were evicted from their home (this is where
documentary takes form). They had less than a month to find
a new place to live. The sheer violence of such situation can
devastate a family or anyone: the precipice of even just the
thought that without a roof over our heads, the sky will
collapse. Suddenly they were faced with having to leave their
space, the streets they knew like the palm of their hands, the
urban choreographies that were inscribed in their bodies. The
map of all the places they inhabited disappears. Everything
crumbles. They are forced to leave their home not by choice,
not by a decision the family consciously made together but by
relentless external pressure.
We’ve been witnessing the rampant and uncontrollable boom
of tourism in Portugal. We’re constantly being bombarded
with news about it everywhere, all the newspapers, all the TV
channels. They mostly speak of the vast positive effects
tourism has had over the countries’ economy and
development. However, we don’t usually see or hear about
the many negative consequences. It isn’t only happening in
Lisbon - Porto has been suffering profound and unforgiving
changes. “Gentrification” is the name of this phenomenon.

In this film I tried to give a voice to the people under such
brutality. What happens to the families that get a
short-notice eviction order? What is the real impact of this
in the lives of the people that lived in Porto, before it
became a fashionable playground for tourism?
All of this was happening while we were there,
brainstorming ideas for the film. It became clear to me that
this was the story that needed to be told. We’ve lived it all:
summer and its promising uncertainty, searching for a new
home, the lives of five people forcibly put on hold. This is a
film about the now. More than political, it’s an emotional
one… and it doesn’t ever seem to be finished because the
ongoing nature of the gentrification process makes it a
never ending story. Through Vicente’s eyes we witness a
family portrait that speaks of many others. Through the act
of filming others we speak about ourselves. Because for
me, cinema must always be personal and intimate.
Leonor Teles
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Born in Vila Franca de Xira on the outskirts of Lisbon (1992), Leonor
Teles graduated from the National Theatre and Film School (2013) and
has a master’s degree in Audiovisual and Multimedia (2015). In 2016,
BATRACHIAN’S BALLAD wins the Golden Bear at Berlinale Shorts, the
Firebird Award in Hong Kong IFF and Best Short in Curtas de Belo
Horizonte. In 2018, her first documentary feature TERRA FRANCA
wins the Prix International de la SCAM at Cinéma du Réel, Prix de La
Ville d’Amiens at Festival d’Amiens, Mejor Opera Prima Internacional at
Mar del Plata and Best Documentary at Malaga IFF. Short DOGS
BARKING AT BIRDS premiered in Venice Orizzonti Competition 2019
and is a candidate to Best Short in the European Film Awards 2019.
Leonor is currently developing her first fiction feature.

FILMOGRAPHY
2019 Cães que Ladram aos Pássaros, Fic, 20’, PT
2018 Terra Franca, Doc, 82’, PT
2016 Balada de um Batráquio, Doc, 11’, PT
2013 Rhoma Acans, Doc, 14’, PT (school film)

UMA PEDRA NO SAPATO
Expanding independent film production company based in Lisbon, founded
by filmmakers Filipa Reis and João Miller Guerra, invests in fiction and
creative documentary, aiming to make films with impact across borders and
cultures, with world premieres in major festivals (Cannes, Berlin, Venice,
Locarno, Rotterdam, IDFA, Cinema du Réel, FIDMarseille, DOKLeipzig,
Hong Kong, Clérmont-Ferrand), domestic and international cinematic
release, distribution in network and cable TV and via VOD all over the
world.
Major Awards: Golden Bear - Berlinale Shorts, (Batrachian’s Ballad, Leonor
Teles), international SCAM award - Cinéma du Réel (Terra Franca, Leonor
Teles), FIPRESCI award - IFF Uruguay (Djon Africa, international
co-production by Filipa Reis and João Miller Guerra) Major selections: Djon
Africa - Tiger Awards Competition, Rotterdam IFF; Party Day by Sofia Bost
- Cannes, La Semaine de la Critique; A Pleasure, Comrads! by José Filipe
Costa - Locarno; Dogs Barking at Birds by Leonor Teles - Venice, Orizzonti
Short Films Competition.
UMA PEDRA NO SAPATO is currently producing Great Yarmouth, by
Marco Martins and developing other international co-production feature
films by the Portuguese directors Margarida Cardoso, Filipa Reis and João
Miller Guerra, Leonor Teles, José Filipe Costa, André Gil Mata, Paulo Abreu
and the newcomers Duarte Coimbra, Sofia Bost and Mónica Lima. Filipa
Reis is part of EAVE, Eurodoc and Emerging Producers networks and the
President of APR, the Portuguese Directors’ Association.
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